
Maureen Gray, Principal                                                        January 2020 

Dear Families, 
 Thank you for your contributions to our 7th annual “Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive”.  The children 
learned valuable lessons of generosity, gratitude, and responsibility toward their community through your 
example.  With your support, we taught our children that even small contributions add up to make a big dif-
ference.  As a result of this event, students celebrated with a Pajama Day.  Thank you to all those who 
helped make this holiday event possible! 
 We said good-bye, happy retirement, and best of luck to Mr. Jon Thummler, as he retired on Decem-
ber 20th.  Mr. Thummler’s position will be filled by Mrs. Jodi Cognetti, our former 2nd grade teacher. 
 This year, we are exited to be able to bring our entire K-6 student population to Colgate University, 
on Friday, January 17th, as we attend a Women’s Hockey game, Colgate vs Harvard.  A HUGE thank you to 
Colgate for providing free admission, lunch to all students, and covering the cost of transportation.  Go 
Gate!! 
 You will notice that on Monday, January 27th, all students in the District (K-12) will have a half-day 
of school.  The purpose of this half-day is to allow teachers time for professional development.  Representa-
tives from the Reading League will be joining us to provide best-practice strategies for reading instruction.  
This professional development will continue for our staff later in the spring.  As January comes to a close, 
we reach the half-way point in the school year, bringing us to the 3rd quarter.   
 Finally, thank you for your continued support at home so that our students understand the importance 
of learning and taking responsibility for their assigned work.  We look forward to all of the possibilities in 
2020.   On behalf of the entire MPS faculty and staff, I wish you a Happy and Healthy New Year! 
         Sincerely,   
         Maureen Gray 

Memorial   Park   Moments 

Congratulations to our 21 PERFECT ATTENDANCE recipients.   
Perfect Attendance was awarded to students who have been in school 

  (no late arrivals and/or early dismissals) everyday since September 5th 
  through December 19th.   

 
The students were:   

(K) Aria Connolly, Micah Eastman, and 
Gavin Williams 

(Gr 1) Evan and Rachel Adams 
(Gr 2) Melanie Cannon, Kaylee Drake, Kyle  

Eastman, Domenico Nicoletta, Clara  
Sauerhafer, and Bradyn Spooner 

(Gr 3) Jake Campbell, Kaiden Dunham, 
Brooklyn Effner, Derek Geesler, Carter 

Green, and Rosalie Nicoletta 
(Gr 4 ) Vincenzo Caulfield 
(Gr 5) Henry Szewczyk 

(Gr 6) Logan Martin and Oscar Yang 
 

Perfect attendance will be calculated, 
again, beginning January 6, 2020 

until the end of the year.   



 
 

 
January 

Dates to Remember 
 

Monday, January 6th 

 School Resumes 

 PTA Meeting; 6:30 PM, MPS Faculty Rm 

 

Tuesday, January 14th 

 Board of Education Mtg; 6:30 PM 

Friday, January 17th 

 Colgate University - Women’s Hockey Game (vs Harvard) 

 

Monday, January 20th 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—NO SCHOOL 

Wednesday, January 22nd 

 Kindergarten Registration; 8-2 PM, MPS Office 

 (Students in UPK or Head Start do NOT need to register.)                           

 

Monday, January 27th 

 Early Dismissal, 11:20 AM 

 Staff Development 

Tuesday, January 28th 

 Board of Education Mtg; 6:30 PM          

Friday, January 31st 

 Report Cards Issued (Grades PreK-6)                      
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      IN CELEBRATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

  The birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. is  January 15th. 

  To honor this day, there will be no school on Monday, January 20th. 
 

Actions always speak louder than words.  If we want our children to accept  
 differences in other people, that acceptance must be present in our own behavior. 

 If we want our children to take an active stance against prejudice, 
then they must see us taking a clear stand as well. 

Sometimes, taking a stand means taking a risk, but this is one risk none of us should ignore. 
~ Dr. John Rosemond ~ 

 

 Kindergarten Registration is scheduled for Wednesday, January 22nd in the Memorial Park 

Elementary School office from 8—2 PM (your child does not have to be present).  If your child is at-

tending UPK or Head Start, you do NOT need to register your student at this time.   

  

 Children need to be five years old on or before December 1, 2020, to be eligible to start school 

in the Fall.  IMMUNIZATION RECORDS and the ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE MUST be 

present for the registration to be complete.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 

the MPS office at 841-3782.   

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS 
Coach Carbone & Coach Greene 
      

DECEMBER 
   Welcome to a new year and new you! This month we will be learning the basic skills of badminton. 
Students will learn how to serve and volley the birdie while playing doubles and singles mini games. 
Students in grades K-2 will be learning the underhand and over-hand throw. They will be partici-
pating in skill stations to work on their throwing and aiming skills. We are looking forward to see-
ing a lot of good volleys from all the students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ATHLETES OF THE MONTH 

Grade 3:   Ryder Law, Hayley Moon, Jeremy Gill, Averie Reeder, Sophia Gutko, Tristan Galler 
Grade 4:   Andrew Sturr, Frankie Gallagher, Graham VanOrmer, Callie Kicinski, Huntley 
  O’Connor, Hailey Keith 
Grade 5: Dylan McConnell, Erika Foley, Orin Tingley, Bianca DeFazio 
Grade 6: Grace Howard, James Sullivan, Dani Andrews, Gavin Rickard, Christina Bruno, 
  Logan Roberts 
 



#gratitude/bravery   #integrity 

Wyatt has demonstrated integrity in his decision-
making skills.  He is maturing and is demonstrating a 
strong work-ethic. 
   - Mrs. Pumilia, 2nd Grade Teacher 
 
Brooke demonstrated gratitude and bravery by writing 
me the kindest thank-you note for helping her find a 
book; it made my whole day!  She also demonstrated 
bravery when she chose to present in front of the class!  
I’m so proud of her. 
  - Miss Linder, Library Media Specialist  

Brooke rocker 

6th grade 
Wyatt EgeLston 

2nd grade 

Tessa Harney, Kindergarten ~ #kindness 
Noah Kane, Kindergarten ~ #kindness 
Logan Wratten, Kindergarten ~ #kindness 
Chase Carney, 1st grade ~ #kindness 
Ryan Stetson, 1st grade ~ #gratitude, kindness 
Chayce Fortnam, 2nd grade ~ #kindness 
Torin Grim, 2nd grade ~ #gratitude 
Lena Ruane, 2nd grade ~ #humility 
Dylan Frost, 4th grade ~ #kindness 
Logan DeAngelo, 6th grade ~ #kindness, humility, self-control 
Noah Jandreau, 6th grade ~ #kindness, enthusiasm, humility, humor 
Gavin Rickard, 6th grade ~ #humility 

   STUDENT RECOGNITION 

In 2019, the Positivity Project has made beautiful ripples throughout MPS. We have been en-
couraging stronger relationships, building self-confidence and greater appreciation for others, as well as 
cultivating an enhanced sense of community in classrooms and school-wide. At the December Matter 
Meeting Mrs Goux delighted our entire school by having her 7-12 Percussion Ensemble bang out a piece 
of music and then they offered some insights to our elementary students and staff. 
 

A few highlights from December: second grade students were able to video chat with a partner class-
room in San Antonio, Texas with whom they have been corresponding. Fifth grade students decided to 
give the first graders a month’s worth of secret elf clues. Mrs Olmstead’s kindergarten class hosted Mr 
Jerzak’s sixth graders to build gingerbread houses. To finish off the year, MPS Legends organized a Spir-
it and Kindness week. The Positivity Project team here at school is grateful for all of the support from 
MPS families and our wonderful community – let’s make Positivity Project 2020 great. If you are inter-
ested in learning more about the Positivity Project, check out the website at www.posproject.org. To get 
more personal glimpses inside of MPS P2, follow us on twitter @MemPositivity or on Facebook.  We 
post under the Waterville Central School District page.  
 

Suggestions for Family Chat about 2019 and the New Year: 
 What were some of your favorite moments and experiences of 2019? 
 Have family members talk about some simple goals you would like to set for yourselves in 2020. 

Break the goals down into simple baby steps. Celebrate your willingness to set a goal and keep track 
of your progress. Set some family goals too – they will bring you together! 

 What are you most looking forward to in 2020?  

Positivity Project Notes  

   DECEMBER P2 
   STUDENT RECOGNITION 

http://www.posproject.org


Winter Happenings at MPS 


